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ANNOTATED ROOM

A LeafyRetreat in the Heart of the City
AManhattan couple spends $100,000 to remake their ‘prison yard’ rooftop into an outdoor living room

WHEN DESCRIBING HIS CLIENTS’ rooftop terrace, interior
designer Michael Wood doesn’t mince words: “Before, it
looked like a prison yard.”

His challenge was to transform the 500-square-foot space
atop a prewar building in Manhattan’s Flatiron District into
an outdoor living-dining room for the homeowners, a con-
struction-company executive and an attorney.

The couple has four kids, ranging from 2 to 9 years old,
and spends a lot of family time outside. Even when the
weather is cold, the couple can enjoy a view of the Empire
State Building when they’re lying in bed. The project cost
about $100,000, and the renovation took nearly four weeks.
Mr. Wood, owner of Manhattan-based Michael Wood Interi-
ors, itemized some of the costs.

—Beth DeCarbo
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1. DECKED OUT. The deck-
ing, fence and planters are
all made of ipe wood, a du-
rable hardwood that can
withstand the elements. Ev-
ery spring, the wood is oiled
to protect its finish.
Price: $61,850

2. KICK BACK. The sofa,
table and side chairs are
low-key and laid back. The
sconces provide ambient
lighting but don’t detract

from the night skyline.
Prices:
• Link Outdoor Furniture
Echo sofa, $7,900

• Russell Woodard Sculptura
lounge chairs, $775 each

• Maya Lin Stones coffee
table, $743

• Artemide Effetto sconces,
$605 each (top right)

• Bocci wall sconces, $250
each (bottom right)

3. CHEF READY. The out-

door kitchen features a
Sub-Zero refrigerator and
ice maker. Because of New
York City restrictions on
the use of gas, charcoal
and wood-burning grills,
meals are cooked on an
electric grill.
Prices:
• Kitchen cabinetry and
countertops (custom),
$28,797

• Ice maker, $4,015
• Refrigerator, $2,830

• ElectriChef 4400 built-in
grill, $2,239

4. EATING OUT. The dining
area includes an ipe-wood
bench with cushions and pil-
lows. Irrigated planters are
filled with boxwoods and
other plantings.
Prices:
• Vondom Faz table, $4,200
• Crate & Barrel Largo dining
chairs in Mediterranean
blue mesh, $129 each

5. COZY. A fireplace sepa-
rates the dining area from
a seating area, which was
designed “more for drinks,
a quiet area for relaxing,”
Mr. Wood said. The fireplace
insert is fueled by an
alcohol gel that complies
with city regulations. The
unit is encased in a custom
surround.
Price:
• Hearth Cabinet #201
Linear, $5,538
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Review

Mexico’s Nafta Defenders Rethink Pink Romance at theMovies Value Proposition
The U.S.-educated Mexican
economists who negotiated the
trade pact in the 1980s are worried
more about their own country’s
protectionist tendencies than about
Donald Trump.

Evocative of Barbie, fashion’s color
of the moment can skew too girly for
many women. But the best of spring’s
rosy looks are deliberately unsweet.

‘La La Land’ and ‘Fifty Shades Darker’
are very different films, writes Jeanne
Safer, but both present a strangely bleak
picture of modern love.

While aggressively priced,
the Kia Cadenza luxury sedan is
somehow less than the sum of its parts,
writes Dan Neil.

Credits: Susana González/Bloomberg News Credit: Andres Oyuela for TheWall Street Journal Credit: Lionsgate Credit: Dan Neil/TheWall Street Journal
Interior: Kia
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Unwind with WSJ and feed your curious mind. Read more in tomorrow’s paper
and get expanded arts and life coverage on WSJ.com and our mobile app.
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